hereditary, and its earliest symptoms seem to date from an early age. From the first observed symptoms, it seldom takes less than twenty years to mature, more generally from thirty to forty years When it is mature the patient is stone blind. Ihe pathologic condition is generally called retinitis pigmentosa, but it is admitted that we have the same symptom and the same 'condition of retina without pigment. The latter condition without pigment is common in India. The pigmented variety in India is, I think, rarely seen. In the eafly stage, there is very little wasting of the retina.
The atrophy slowly and steadily progresses, until at last only the choroid appears, except a faint yellow spot and the optic disc.
Every structure of the retina atrophies in harmony with every other.
In my THE INDIAN MEDICAL GAZETTE. [Feb., 1922. observation this disease is incurable; the vaunted remedies are useless. * * * * * What I want to put before you especially is that the field of vision contracts pari passu with the progress of the disease. To the best of my knowledge this issue has not been brought forward up to the present time.
Contraction of the field of vision in a vague sense has been noticed, but it has not been emphasised as a uniform fact, and as a consequence it was useless and not used in the examination of malingerers."
Colonel Smith then gives directions how to examine a soi-disant case of night blindness and proceeds:? " When on military duty in the war, I issued a confidential circular to medical officers on this subject, and I was later on amused at having two sepoys who were invalided from field service for night blindness sent to me for an opinion.
They had been coached by some Indian medical subordinate into whose hands the circular had fallen. They presented a field so small that the disease should have been of twenty years' standing.
Their fundi were normal and the reaction of their pupils to light was also normal. I gave them the option of going on all kinds of duty, or having a court martial. They promptly saluted and said " All right Sir, Duty." * * * * * " A few years ago I saw in one of the American medical journals that, of the young men who became of the age for military training, over 8 per cent, in France, and over 10 per cent, in Germany were night blind, whereas the normal would be 1 in 12,000. The explanation made by the writer was that the large percentage was due to famine conditions, a thing which certainly did not exist in either country at the time. The cause was plainly malingering." ***** " I think a few stripes of rattan would cure night blindness better than would a lot of specialised foodstuffs." Yours, etc., JOHN W. TOMB, m.d., d.p.h. Asansot,, 22nd December, 1921. 
